Decade Research Paper
Task:  Choose a decade (1900 – 2010) from American History about which to write a research report.  
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Requirements: 

· 3 to 5 pages in length, double spaced, MLA format

· A minimum of 5 reputable sources (2 of them books)

· Outline- due Tuesday, 3/4
· Rough Draft –due Tuesday, 3/11
· Final Draft due Friday, 3/14
· In-text citation (A.K.A. parenthetical citation) 
· Works Cited Page with your 5 sources listed - 25 points
· A presentation of your topic after the final draft is submitted.
The paper must include ONE OF THE FOLLOWING TOPICS about your decade:  
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Government and Politics:
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Who was the President?
· What were the major political issues of the decade?
· Were there any Supreme Court cases of great importance?
· Were there any scandals?
Military:

· Was there a war going on?  If so, who was involved? Why? What types of weapons were used? 
· If there was no overt war going on, what was the focus of the military of the time?
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What types of weapons were used in the military at this time?
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Music:  

· What artists were big during your decade?
· What types of music were popular? Why?
[image: image6.png]


Science and Technology: 

· What was technology like at the beginning of the decade versus the end?
· What were some of the inventions and how did these inventions affect society?

· Were there any major medical advancements?

· Who were some of the major contributors to the advancements that were made?
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Art and Literature: 
· What type of art was prevalent during this decade?

· What type of literature was prevalent during this decade?

· How were the arts being affected by what was happening in the world?
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Who were some of the major writers and artists of the time?

Movies: 
· What were some of the major movies during this time period?
· Who were some of the major actors/actresses during this time?
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Fashion: 

· What were the major trends during this time?
· What kind of advertisements were there for these clothes?

· Were the fashions different for persons of different age groups?
	
	
	2/5
Realism
	2/6
Realism
	2/7
Realism

	2/10 
Realism
	2/11

	2/12

	2/13
	2/14


	2/17
Realism
	2/18
Intro to Research in the Media Center
	2/19
Realism
(Get folders together.)
	2/20
Realism 
(Get folders together.)
	2/21
Realism Assessment/Test

	2/24
Research in the Media Center/Lab 100A
	2/25
Research in the Media Center/Lab 100A
	2/26
Research in the Media Center/Lab 100A
	2/27
Research and writing Lab 100A
	2/28


	3/3

Research and writing Lab 100A
	3/4

Outline Due/Parenthetical Citations
	3/5


	3/6 


	3/7 
Research and writing Lab 702


	3/10
Research and writing Lab 702

	3/11
ROUGH DRAFT & CITATIONS DUE
Work on Revisions Lab 702
	3/12 

Peer Editing
	3/13

Peer Editing/Complete Revisions Lab 702
	3/14 
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Calendar of Events:
Outline- You will have a short outline of your essay due Tuesday, March 4th . Your outline should give me a general idea of the direction you are taking in your essay. Please answer these following questions for your outline grade:

Essay Topic:

Intro Paragraph

Intro Topic Ideas-

Thesis Statement-

1st Body Paragraph

Main Point #1-


Supporting Evidence-


Supporting Evidence- 

2nd Body Paragraph

Main Point #2-


Supporting Evidence-


Supporting Evidence-

3rd Body Paragraph

Main Point #2-


Supporting Evidence-


Supporting Evidence-

Conclusion-
Rough Draft – On Tuesday, March 11th you will have a 3-5 page rough draft due. 
Citations-
MLA style uses parenthetical citations in the text of an essay to document every quotation, paraphrase, summary, etc.

If you mention the author’s name in the sentence you are citing, you DO NOT have to use the last name in the citation.  You need to put the page number indicating where you found the information in parentheses, with the period on the OUTSIDE of the parentheses.

FOR EXAMPLE:


Smith indicates that “The Beatles were the most influential band of the decade” (328).

If you DO NOT mention the author’s name, you MUST include the author’s last name in parentheses, along with the page number.

FOR EXAMPLE:


Over the past few years “The Beatles have re-emerged in popularity” (Whitemarsh 53).
Works Cited Page:  THIS IS WORTH 25 POINTS!!!!!
You must have 5 different sources that you use in your research paper. Two of these must be books.  Please follow the above rules for citing your sources. When you create your Works Cited Page, all your entries must be listed in ABC order. Once you find a source that you like, go to www.easybib.com and the website will MAKE THE CITATION FOR YOU! 
Ex:

Broyard, Anatole. "Fiction: A User's Manual." 22 Jan. 1989. 
The New York Times. 2 Feb. 2009

Karolides, Nicholas J., Margaret Bald, and Dawn B. Sova. 100 Banned Books : Censorship Histories of 
World 
Literature. New York: Facts On File,
Incorporated,1999
Rubric*:     Final Draft (100 points)
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*YOUR PRESENTATIONS WILL BE GRADED SEPARATELY.

EXAMPLE


Essay Topic: Music in the 1960s





Intro Paragraph


Intro Topic Ideas- Woodstock, Social Revolution


Thesis Statement- Music in the 1960s served as an outlet for people to express their dissatisfaction with the current state of America.





1st Body Paragraph


Main Point #1- The Beatles 


	Supporting Evidence- Social protest and outlet


	Supporting Evidence- Influenced fashion of the day





2nd Body Paragraph


Main Point #2- Elvis


	Supporting Evidence- Controversial 


	Supporting Evidence- Appeal to the Young





3rd Body Paragraph


Main Point #2- Jimi Hendrix


	Supporting Evidence- Drug Culture


	Supporting Evidence- Anti-war





Conclusion- Music of the 1960s continues to stir a league of citizens today who share the same beliefs as their predecessors. 








