Formal Essay Rubric
A
90-100

Exceptional, excellent work
The response is thoughtful and reveals significant depth of insight and critical awareness.  The writer uses specific examples and details to support his/her assertions and to develop the essay.  The writing is fully developed and unified, and the thesis is thoroughly defended.  The organization is clear and logical.  In style, it is succinctly and coherently written; it uses a variety of effective diction and syntax.  The essay is free of errors in usage and mechanics and is written with a demonstrable control of the elements of standard American English.  There are no serious sentence errors.  In short, the writer demonstrates the ability to read with insight and to express himself/herself with clarity and conviction.

B
80-89

Good, above-average work
The response reveals some depth of thought.  The work shows an attempt to connect with the topic and uses some examples and details to support the writer’s assertions.  The development/exploration of the topic is more than adequate. The essay presents the material accurately. On the whole, the essay may not be as original, precise, or complete as an A paper, and it also may contain instances of simple plot summary or be somewhat vague in places.  The argument, while tenable, may be lacking in depth and richness of analysis.  The work contains few errors in usage and mechanics, and these do not interfere with meaning.  There are no serious sentence errors.  In short, the writer demonstrates ability to discuss the topic but with less focus and control than the top papers.
C
74-79

Adequate work
The response may address the assignment but does not reveal as much depth of thought as an A or B paper.  The work may leave part of the assignment unexplored or may reveal misunderstanding or misrepresentation of the material.  There is a lack of specificity, or the necessary support is missing in places.  There may be too much simple plot summary; it may reveal overly simplistic thinking.  In style, it may contain passages that are redundant, vague, or misleading.  The essay may also contain several grammatical errors that detract from the quality of the essay.  There may be some serious errors in sentence structure [run-ons, fragments, or comma splices]. On the whole, the essay is not as well planned, developed, or carefully edited as the higher essays.

D
70-73

Inadequate work
The response reveals little depth of thought, but instead offers only a brief, superficial answer to the assignment or simple summary of plot.  It is generally unconvincing.  The length and content show little effort.  The thesis is unclear or poorly defended.  The writer uses few, if any specific examples/details to support his or her assertions.  The composition may demonstrate an incomplete understanding of the material. The organization may be confusing or the content of the paper lacking in direction and focus. The work may contain several errors in usage and mechanics, and some may interfere with understanding or are significantly distracting.  The essay may demonstrate a pattern of difficulty with sentence structure. On the whole, the essay is inadequately planned, developed, or edited.
F
69 and below
Unacceptable work

The response reveals no depth of thought, no questioning or analysis of the ideas, and no conclusions.  The content and length show no effort beyond turning something in.  The writing falls far below expectations outlined above and may not be readable.  The writer may be confused by the topic and significantly misrepresent the material being discussed.  The composition is unacceptably brief or poorly written in several places.  The writing shows a clear lack of clarity, organization, or supporting evidence. The work contains repeated errors in usage and mechanics, and some may interfere with understanding.  The essay demonstrates a pattern of difficulty with sentence structure and completeness.
